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Summary:
This book is under the National Project No. 211, and belongs to the “Comparative
Studies in Chinese and Foreign Civilisations Series”. The Author writes in the Preface
that the Chinese culture is a culture based on Confucianism. The Confucian culture has a
long tradition and is very wide-ranging, it is the symbol of Eastern culture; the American
Culture is a culture based on Protestantism as its spirit. The American Protestant culture
encompasses everything and is the representative of the Western culture. The aim of
studying cultural problems is to make way for the future of the development of human
civilisation, and not to try one’s best in determining which is better. Therefore, the
cognition of certain differences and identities, particularities and universalities are very
important in the great framework of comparative studies of the Eastern and Western
cultures. However, comparative studies are new approaches to cultural studies, and the
comparative study of the Confucian culture and the American Protestant culture is still
left untouched; one could not leave out an investigation and contrast between these two
cultures in one’s attempt to elucidate culture and reflect upon it.
In academic fields, the scope of culture is widest. It is impossible to finish cultural
studies in one step, the same applies to the contrastive studies of the Confucian culture
and American Protestant culture. The reasons why we limit our researches mainly in
religion, ethics and politics, are because religion, ethics and politics are the core of
culture, and because both the Confucian culture and the American Protestant culture
possess religious characters and functions, becoming a unifying racial morality and
national ideology in the form of ethic and morality; both cultures serve the national
politics. In the Confucian culture and the American Protestant culture, religion, ethics
and politics are intertwined and mutually conditioning: religion is the vessel of ethics,
ethics are the pillars of politics, and politics are the guardians of religion. Since no
culture can be separated from its tradition, both the Confucian culture and the American
Protestant culture are the crystallisation of traditional cultures, both of them have
experienced, and are experiencing, crises. In this book, the chapter on Tradition is
placed first, and that on Crises are place last, so that the elucidation of the problem could
be achieved with greater clarity and with more realistic significance.

This book comprises 5 chapters. Chap 1 is about Tradition (The Understanding of
Tradition, Confucian Thoughts and Traditional Cultures, A Comparison of the
Confucian Culture and the Heritage of the American Culture). Chap 2 is about Religion
(The Concept of Religion, Types of Religion, The Religiosity of the Confucian Culture,
Characteristics of American Protestantism, American Civic Religion, A Comparison of
Confucianism and American Protestantism). Chap 3 is about the Ethics (The
Intentional and Extensional Content of Ethics, The Confucian Ethic, The American



Protestant Ethic, A Comparison of the Confucian Ethic and the American Protestant
Ethic). Chap 4 is about Politics (Political Debates, The Confucian Culture as Politics, A
Comparison of Confucian Politics and American Protestant Politics). Chap 5 is about
Crises (Cultural Crises in the Confucian Culture, Cultural Crises in American
Protestantism, Dialogues between the Two Cultures, The Crisis of Crises).



