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5. Summary: The title of this book is “Christianity and Modern Eastern and Western
Cultures”. The word “modern” refers, in the West, to the period after the Renaissance,
and, in China, to the period after the late Ming Dynasty (in the past, scholars regarded the
Opium War as the beginning of modern China, but more and more scholars regard it to be
earlier, and regard the period of cultural exchanges between China and the West in Late
Ming as the beginning of modern China ). Few years ago, Prof. Zhu Weizheng edited a
book called Christianity and Modern Culture. But most of its contents are discussions
about Christianity and modern Chinese culture only. Now, we wish to pay equal attention
to both the Chinese culture and the Western culture in this work. In this book, the
following essays are about “Christianity and Modern Western Culture”: (1) On the
Separation of Morality and Religion—A Preliminary Discussion of the Gain and Loss of
the Western Enlightenment; (2) The Correlation between Christianity and Modern
Sciences—From the Viewpoint of Ecology; (3) Primitive Investigations of the Cosmos
and the Christian Conception of Creation; (4) The Rational Religion in the Modern West;
(5) Christianity and Modern Philosophy—A Christian Dialogue with Analytical
Philosophy and with Existentialism; (6) Transitions towards Democracy and
Consolidations—The Contributions of Christianity in Latin America. The following
essays are about “Christianity and Modern Chinese Culture”: (1) The Pascal’s Wager in
the Study of Ancient History; (2) Christianity and Chinese Culture—A Reflection of the
Case of the Hakka People ; (3) Confucian-Christian Interaction in Modern Situations; (4)
Late Ming Christians’ Reinterpretations of the Traditional Conception of the Heaven; (5)
Wang Mingdao’s Theory of Marriage; (6) Christian Interpretations of Morality among
the ldeas of the Modern Chinese Christian Theologians—An Investigation of
Personalism and Moral Theology of Zhao Zichen; (7) Encounters, Disputes, Mutual
Investigations of Christianity and Daoism in the Modern Chinese Culture; (8) Modern
Chinese Thoughts on the Mutual Supplementation of Christianity and Confucianism.
The intention of writing this book is to conduct a selective examination of the interaction
between Christianity and the modern Western culture, and between Christianity and the
modern Chinese culture. Through this examination, lights would be shed on the question
of how to contructure the Chinese culture of tomorrow. It is a “selective examination”,
because it is limited to the four categories of science, morality and ethics, socioety and
history, and philosophy and rleigion. Since all the contributors of this book come from the
Department of Religion of the Peking University and the Department of Religion and
Philosophy of the Hong Kong Baptist University, the areas of discussions do not extend
to other realms like literature, arts, economics, politics etc. This space is to be filled up in
other occasions.



