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Summary:
This book is divided into two parts. Part One is about Matteo Ricci Studies. Its main
contents are as follows. Chap 1 is about the Missionary Strategies of Matteo Ricci
(Seeking Sympathy of the Chinese Scholars, The “Rules of Matteo Ricci”, Academic
Missionary Activities, The Authorship of Bianxue Yidu). Chap 2 is about Interpretation
and Harmonising (The Confucianism of Matteo Ricci, Harmonising and Forced
Interpretations (The Decaying View of History, God-Spirit-Heaven and Hell, The Human



Nature and Morality)). Chap 3 is about His Criticisms of Confucianism (The Taichi
Cannot be the Origin of All Things, All Cannot Be One, The Fusion of Confucianism,
Daoism and Buddhism, Leaving or Joining Secular Life “Break the Hearts of All the
People into Three”, The “Chief Cardinal Relationship” and the Five Cardinal
Relationships—“Man Has Three Fathers”).
Part Two is about the Understanding and Responses of Late Ming Scholars to “Catholic
Studies”. Its main contents are as follows. Chap 1 is about the Acquaintance of Chinese
Scholars and Foreign Missionaries (“Wide Acquaintance with People with Status”,
Religious Integration, Tolerance of the Doubters). Chap 2 is about Understanding and
Acceptance (Synthesis and Competition, From Scientific Truth to “Revealed Truth”, The
Loss of the Pious). Chap 3 is about Rejection and Criticism ( “How Can Wits Be
Beneficial to the Mind and Body”, “Changing China with Barbarians”, “Against the
Ethic” and “Splitting the Nature”, “Accusing the Heaven”).



