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6. About the Author: Qin Jiayi, born in Shanghai in 1934, taught in the Australian
National University, Columbia University, Yale University, now teaching in the
University of Toronto as the Religious Studies and South East Asia Studies Professor.
His works include Yang Yangming, Confucianism and Christianity. He also published a
translation work, Scholars of Ming Period.
Hans Kiing, born in Sursee, Switzerland, in 1928, theologian, now Theology Professor
in the University of Tlbingen, and is the director of the Institute of Christian Studies.
His works include Christianity and World Religions, Does God Exist?, On Being a
Christian, etc.
7. Summary: This book belongs to the “Overseas Scholars Series”. It is written in the
Preface that this book is the result of collective labour of many people. It is first
composed by Qin Jiayi in English and Hans Kiing in German. Before publication, they
have read through each chapter and discussed the contents of each chapter. They have
also made an academic presentation together in the University of Tibingen and in Rice
University, USA. For each time, Qin Jiayi would introduce and explain the Chinese
religions, and Hans Kiing would response from the viewpoint of theology.
It is written in the Prologue “The Third Greatest Religion in the World: The Chinese
Religions” that, according to the figure in The Encyclopaedia of Christianity (Oxford,
1982), there are 1.4 billion Christians in the World. China has 1 billion Christians. How
great the impact China exerts on Christianity, is clear when the two numbers are
compared. Now, is it not the time for Western Theology (not only Theology) to regard
this impact properly?
For few thousand years, both Europe and China has been regarding themselves as the
centre of the world. Greece, a small country along the coasts of the Mediterranean,
arrogantly claims to be the oikoumene in which man lives, while China calls itself as the
“Empire in the Middle (of the World)”. To these two countries, other places are simply
barbarian lands, and other religions are simply peripheral phenomena. It is easier for
China to think in such a way, for the high Himalayas, the big deserts, and the endless
wilderness in the Middle-Asian Plateau separate China from the rest of the world, and
only leave a narrow way to connect China to the world and to the influences of foreign
cultures. It is no surprise that it is only until the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century,
when the Jesuits arrived at China to preach, and when Europe marched into the
Enlightenment, that Christianity and the Chinese religions came to know each other
gradually. Before then, they are alien to each other.
This book comprises 4 chapters. Chap 1 is about Religions in Ancient China
(Introduction of Chinese Religions, Responses of Christian Theology). Chap 2 is about



Confucianism as a “Religion” or as a Moral Philosophy (Introduction of Chinese
Religions, Responses of Christian Theology). Chap 3 is about Philosophy and Religion
(Introduction of Chinese Religions, Responses of Christian Theology). Chap 4 is about
Buddhism and Christianity as Foreign Religions (Introduction of Chinese Religions,
Responses of Christian Theology)



