Category 4 — East and West Cultural Exchange and Missionaries
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1. China and Christianity [ i< f“‘?ﬁlﬁ%ﬁ@@%
2. Author: [French] Jacques Gernet
3. Translator: Yu Shuo, Hong Tao, Dong Fang



4. Publisher and Date of Publication: Shenyang: Liaoning Renmin Chubanshe, Apr 1989

5. Pages: 347
Words: 262000
No. of Prints: 10900

6. About the Author: Jacques Gernet, French, born in 1921, graduated from the Faculty of
Arts in Alger in 1942, joined the French army against Germany in the Second World War
in 1942-45, studied Chinese in Paris in 1945-47, Professor in the Faculty of Arts in the
University of Paris in 1957-69, visited China for many times for academic exchanges,
now is a Professor in the Institute of France, and a Fellow in the Academy of Sciences of
Paris. He wrote Buddhism in Chinese Society: An Economic History from the Fifth to the
Tenth centuries, Daily Life in China, on the Eve of the Mongol Invasion, 1250-1276,
Ancient China from the Beginnings to the Empire, Touen-Huang Choix des Meilleurs
Articles des Savants, Le monde chinois, etc.

7. Summary: This book belongs to the “Translation Series of Classics in Sinology”. The

Translator writes that, from the end of the Sixteenth Century to the Seventeenth Century,
Western missionaries visited China one after another, and brought Western culture into
this country with Ancient cultural tradition.
When the Chinese first came into contact with Christianity, and when these two great
cultures, which are developed independently, first entered into a substantial contact, the
great difference between China and the West in terms of worldviews were manifest, and
both the Chinese people and the representatives of Western culture (early missionaries)
faced strong intellectual impacts. The Author, not only from the angle of religion, but also
from the angle of the difference in terms of linguistic-social modes, morality, politics,
philosophy, and spatial environments etc, elaborated that these two cultures are different
cultures developed in accordance to their own logics respectively, and these two cultures
are influenced by each other through communications and exchanges through
missionaries. This book is a must for those who wants to study the history of cultural
exchanges between China and the West, and is an important works on studies of
comparative cultures.
This book comprises 5 chapters. Chap 1 is about from Sympathy to Antipathy (A
Seductive Enterprise; The Appropriation of Chinese Classics; Errors and Confusions;
The Worsening of Atmospheres; Pseudo-Confucians; Science and Religion). Chap 2 is
about the Religious Attitudes and Assimilating Images (Confucian Scholars; Buddhist
Monks; Ordinary People). Chap 3 is about Religion and Politics (God and the Emperor;
Christianity as a Heresy; Dangers of Subversion). Chap 4 is about the Chinese Ethic and
the Christian Ethic (Apparent Similarities; The Body and The Soul; Humanity and
Self-Formation; Karma; Their Hate of Life; Condemning the Chinese Sages into the Hell
and the Chinese gods; Endangering the Chinese Customs). Chap 5 is about The Chinese
Heaven and the Christian God (The Chinese Heaven; Qi as the Cosmic Dynamic Force;
The Creation; Critiques by Buddhists; The Incarnation; Critique of the Original Sin and
the Ultimate Goodness of God; Language and Thoughts).



