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5. Author’s Profile  : Li Tiangang carried out research on the history of Jesuit Movement
in the Ming and Ching Dynasties at the Institute of Chinese and Western Cultures,
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University of San Francisco, US in 1991, and obtained his PhD in history from the Fudan
University in Shanghai in 1994.

6. Précis: In the preface, the author points out that the ‘dispute over Chinese etiquette’ was
an important incident in the Ching Dynasty, during the reign of Emperor Kang Xi. In the
history of the interaction between Confucian and Christian cultures, the studies of the
dispute of Chinese etiquette have been given a prominent place. ‘The dispute over Chinese
etiquette’ has exerted far-reaching intellectual influences in both China and the West.
Rather than being merely an intramural debate confined within the Church, it was extended
to the cultural and intellectual dimensions of the society. Since the 18" century, it has
become a hot topic of discussion. It could well be a ‘Sino-Western cultural dialogue’ that
took place on an unprecedented scale. The row expanded from religion to the intellectual
and cultural arenas. A century later, Foreign thinkers such as Voltaire, [mengdesijiu?],
[wuerfu], Leibniz, Kant, [heerde], [xielin] and Hegel were still interested in this debate and
wrote about it.

Below is an outline of the book:

Chapter 1 touches on the major transition in the history of the interaction between
Chinese and Western cultures (Origin: the Humanism of the Jesuit Movement; The
‘Conflict over Rites’ within the Jesuit Order; The Dispute Broke out; The Confrontation
between China and the West; the Aftermath of the Dispute).

Chapter 2 presents the Chinese literature on ‘the dispute over Chinese rites’ (on
Chinese Literature; Two Typical Texts; Some Major Points of Contention; on the writing
and authorship of this Literature).

Chapter 3 deals with the meaning of the cultural history of the ‘dispute over Chinese
etiquette’ (Religion or Ethics?; ‘Dispute over Chinese Rites’ and Western ‘Sinology’;
Humanism; a [Determinative?] Studies of Chinese Culture; Beijing and Rome; the
Precursor of Modern Diplomatic Relations; Indigenised Theology; ‘Occidental Studies’
and ‘Sinology’; The intellectual impact of ‘the Dispute over Chinese Rites’ on the Ming
and Ching Dynasties; The Development of Religious Ideas in the Late Ching Dynasty
and in the early history of the Republic of China.



