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1. Title : The Nestorianism of China
2. Author : Zhu Qianzhi
3. Publisher/Date : Eastern Publishing Company, China; May 1993
4. Number of Pages : 256
Number of Words  : 336
Number of Copies : 2,500

5. Author’s Profile: Graduated from the Philosophy Department of Beijing University in
1920, Zhu Qianzhi (1899-1972) participated in the ‘May Fourth Movement’. He went to
Japan for further studies in 1929, and became a professor and Head of the School of Arts at
Zhongshan University in 1932. Subsequently, he became a professor at the Philosophy
Department of Beijing University in 1952, and joined the Department of Philosophy and
the Social Sciences of the Chinese Academy of Science as a researcher in 1964. Zhu is a
well-known historian, philosopher and Orientalist in contemporary China, specialising in
the studies of ancient Chinese Christianity. A prolific writer with 42 titles to his credit, his
magnum opus include The Philosophy of Zhou Yi, The Philosophy of Zhuang Zi, A
Compendium of Chinese Philosophy, The Impact of Chinese Philosophy on Europe, The
Studies of Zhuzi in Japan, Philosophy of Culture and etc.

6. Précis: The Nestorianism of China, written by the late Zhu Qianzhi, a renowned Chinese
scholar, is one of the most authoritative works on Nestorianism, an Eastern sect of
Christianity. Since its publication in 1993, the monograph has called forth considerable
interest in the academia, receiving commendations from local scholars and high regard
from their foreign counterparts. The 20,000-Chinese-word volume comprises of 11
chapters, addressing issues such as the relationship between Nestorianism on the one hand
and Roman Catholicism, Zoroastrianism, Manichaeism and Islam on the other; its heretic
doctrine of monistic Christology and its denial of the two natures of Christ; the history of
the eastward expansion of Nestorianism — from Persia to Arab, India and etc.; the social
background — viz., the economic, political and cultural factors — that facilitated the spread
of Nestorianism to China; the discovery of the Nestorian Tablet; the place of the Nestorian
Tablet in Nestorian literature; the Nestorian thoughts as expressed in the Nestorian Tablet,
the explanation of the meaning of ‘Nestorianism’ and its relationship with the ideologies of
other sects; the historical and geographical issues in the Nestorian Tablet; Nestorianism
after the Tang Dynasty; the impact of Nestorianism on the Mongolians in the northwest area;
the relics of Nestorianism in China: tombstone, epitaph, mural, cross, chapel sites and etc.;
the decline of Nestorianism and its reasons. This book is rich in contents, comprehensive
and accurate in its presentation of facts, and is a product of in-depth research, with its
extensive coverage and ingenious analysis. As such, it has made significant contributions to
scholarship, and has drawn on the latest developments in the frontiers of local and foreign
scholarship. As a result of its emphasis on historical evidence, it has been known as a
cogent work. Unlike the historical approach of foreign studies of Nestorianism, Chinese
scholars studying Nestorianism focus on the verification and examination of historical
theories. Therefore, this work has the best of both worlds in its use of the studies of foreign
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scholars and the expertise of their Chinese counterparts. This finely illustrated book with a
bibliography on the local and foreign studies of Nestorianism provides scholars and readers
with important resources for their studies of Nestorianism.



