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Author's Introduction: Jean Charbonnier (1932-), a French Missionary of Paris
Forelgn Missionary Society, a renowned Sinologist, studying philosophy, theology in
the early years, and then later, Sinology. Wrote the theses of "Lu Xun and the
Human Liberation," The Cultural Syncretism and Modernization of Singapore."
And the National Ph.D. Dissertation, "Contemporary Chinese Interpretation to
History" (1978). Studies include Chinese Christian History, Chinese Historiography,
Confucianism, Lu Xun, Contemporary Chinese Issues.
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6. Contents: The emphasis of the book is the role of Chinese Christians in the
history of Chinese Christianity. The author is concerned with the faith of Chinese
Christians, how the Christian doctrines not only accepted by intellectuals, but also
understood by the mass of poor peasants; how the Chinese Christian culture had been
formed in Chinese rural villages for several centuries; how the folk Christian tradition
used the symbols which might be related to Buddhism, and the development of
churches; how the Chinese Christians expressed their faith, and their contributions to
the World Church, etc.

The author depicts in the book the history of Tang Nestorians until contemporary
Chinese Christians, attempting to answer the above issues. The book is divided into 5
parts:

1) The spread of Tang and Yuan Christianity in China, how Chinese Christians
received and understood the Christian doctrines to establish their faith.



2 & 3) The Spread of Ming-Qing Christianity in China, everywhere and every class,
and the activities of Chinese clergy.

4) The activities of Chinese Christians since 1840, esp., their social participation.

5) The winding history of Chinese Christians since 1949, including Hong Kong,
Taiwan, and Southeast Asia.



