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3. Summary:
This book is produced under joint labour. It is pointed out in the Note to Publication that both
the English edition and the Chinese edition of this book came into existence in 1922. The
English title of this book is “The Christian Occupation of China”, while the Chinese one is
“China Turns to the Lord”. Both the titles are improper, since China has never been “occupied”
by Christianity, and China ahs never “turned to the Lord”. Such names only reflect their
subjective projection. This Chinese translation is translated according to the 1922 English
version, and the same title is employed in this new translation, just for the sake that the readers
would not take this somehow as a new book, for this title has long been known.
The editorial and publishing committee of this book is the China Continuation Committee. In
the Fall of 1918, the Special Investigation Committee was set up under the China Continuation
Committee, and investigation works were being done, lasting for three years. Finally, this book
came into existence after compilation of the results. Milton Theobald Stauffer, an American
missionary, is the general editor of this book, and is a deacon of the Special Investigation
Committee.
It is written in the Preface to the New Chinese Edition that this book was compiled by the
Special Investigation Committee of the China Continuation Committee, that all the Church
leaders and directors of all Christian missionary bodies in China were involved, that it took
more than 150 people and several years to complete, and that this book recorded the situations
of China in every aspect in full details. For instance, in the text of Section Three are recorded the
adminstrative zones, areas, number of miles, boundaries, cities, population, landscape, hills,
ethnics, language, climate, material resources, economic conditions, land and sea transportation,
telecommunication, education, medicine etc, as well as church activities and histories of
missionary works. The scope of investigation is far beyond that of missionary activities.
Therefore, this book is an important work for understanding the activities of various Christian
bodies in China before 1921, and for understanding the social history of China before and after
the 1911 Revolution.
It is also pointed out in the Epiloque that The Christian Occupation of China contains valuable
introductoary information about Christian missionary works in China in the first two decades of
the Twentieth Century. Despite the original intention of this book is to further the progress of
missionary works in China on the basis of serious researches, this book does, objectively
speaking, give us valuable information with profound academic significance.



Christianity is one of the oldest and most influential religions in the world. Its history is closely
connected to the history of Euope and USA and to the history of philosophy, and is also tightly
related in origins to the cultures, arts, customs, and practices of each European countries.
Especially in the last hundred years, it is closely related to the history of Western colonialism
and imperialism in wars against China.Recently, historians in China have made advances in
studies of the history of Christianity and the history of Modern China. The publication of this
book would definitely be welcomed by scholars in China.
This book comprises 14 chapters. Chap 1 is about General Backgrounds of the Research. Chap
2 is about the Reformations and Progresses in the Movement of Chinese Christianity in the Last
Twenty Years. Chap 3 is about a Survey of the Situations of the Christian Churches in Each
Province. Chap 4 is about Special Adminstrative Regions and Areas without Christian Works.
Chap 5 is about the Comparison of Missionary Works in Ecach Province. Chap 6 is about the
Comparison of Missionary Locations and Works of Each Missionary Bodies. Chap 7 is about
Comparison of Missionary Locations and Works of Main Denominations. Chap 8 is about the
Comparison of Missionary Works by Missionaries from Different Countries. Chap 9 is about
Christian Works amoung Special Classes in the Society. Chap 10 is about the Chinese Church.
Chap 11 is about Educational Works. Chap 12 is about Medical Works. Chap 13 is about
Christian Works related to Publication. Chap 14 is about the Roman Catholic Church and the
Russian Orthodox Church.



