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About the Author: Jacques Gernet, French, born in 1921, graduated in the Faculty of
Arts in Alger in 1942, joined the French army against Germany in the Second World
War in 1942-45, studied Chinese in Paris in 1945-47, Professor in the Faculty of
Arts in the University of Paris in 1957-69, visted China for many times for academic
exchanges, now is a Professor in the Institute of France, and a Fellow in the
Academy of Sciences of Paris. He wrote Buddhism in Chinese Ssociety: An
Economic History from the Fifth to the Tenth centuries, Daily Life in China, on the
Eve of the Mongol Invasion, 1250-1276, Ancient China from the Beginnings to the
Empire, Touen-Huang Choix des Meilleurs Articles des Savants, Le monde chinois,
etc.

Summary:

This book belongs to the “Foreign Sinology Series”. The Translator pointed out in
the Notes by the Translator that Jacques Gernet, a Fellow of the Academy of
Sciences of Paris, a Professor in the Institute of France, a first-class Sinologist in the
contemporary world published a book China and Christianity through Les Editions
Gallimard in Paris in 1982. This book is in commemoration of the 400th
Anniversary of Matteo Ricci’s Preaching in China. The publication of this book
immediately attracted highest attention from scholars of different countries.
Prof. Jacques Gernet is a leading figure in French sinology. He is now teaching in
the Institute of France as a Professor, holding lectures on “The Chinese Society and
Cultural History” in the Institute. Since 1976, he has been the Chief Editor in France
(the Chief Editor in the Nederlands is Xu Lihe) of Tong bao (founded in 1890) which
is a journal on Sinology with a long history and published under the coordination of
France and the Nederlands. Since 1980, he has been the Chief Editor of Hobaogirin,
which is an encyclopedic publication which is published in cooperation with Japan.
Since 1979, he is appointed as the only Fellow in Sinology in the Academy of
Sciences of Paris.
This book comprises 5 chapters. Chap 1 is about From Sympathy to Antipathy (A
Seductive Enterprise; The Appropriation of Chinese Classics; Errors and
Confusions; The Worsening of Atmospheres; Pseudo-Confucians; Science and
Religion). Chap 2 is about the Religious Attitudes and Assimilating Images
(Confucian Scholars; Buddhist Monks; Ordinary People). Chap 3 is about Religion
and Politics (God and the Emporer; Christianity as a Cult; Dangers of Subversion).
Chap 4 is about the Chinese Ethic and the Christian Ethic (Apparent Similatiries;
The Body and The Soul; Humanity and Self-Formation; Karma; The Hate of Life;
Condemning the Chinese Sages and gods into the Hell; Endangering the Chinese



Customs). Chap 5 is about The Chinese Heaven and the Christian God (The Chinese
Heaven; Qi as the Cosmic Dynamic Force; The Creation; Critiques by Buddhists;
The Providence; Critique of the Original Sin and the Ultimate Goodness of God,;
Language and Thoughts).



