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1. Title: Basic Knowledge of Chinese Christianity | Iﬁiﬁiﬁlfg’f?fﬁlﬁz@{lﬁﬁ
2. Editor: Zhuo Xinping
3. Publisher and Date of Publication: Beijing: Zongjiao Wenhua Chubanshe, Jan 1999
4. Pages: 306
Words: 230000
No. of Prints: 6000



5. About the Editor: Zhuo Xinping, born in Hunan in 1955, obtained a Master Degree from

the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in 1981, obtained a Doctor Degree from the
University of Munich in 1987, being accepted as a life-time member of the Society of
History of Religions in Germany in 1988, being selected as a Research Fellow in the
European Academy of Arts, Sciences and Humanities in 1996, now working as the
Director of the Institute of World Religions of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
as the Researcher and Senior Officer of the Institute of Christian Studies, as the Dean of
the Department of Religion in the Graduate School, as Supervisor of Doctorate Students,
the Vice-President of the Society of Religion in China. His works include Comparative
Studies in Contemporary Religious Theories, Religion and Culture, Talks on the Origins
of Religions, Introduction to the Religious Studies in the West, Reading the Bible, World
Religions and Religious Studies, Niebuhr, Hundred Questions on the Christian Culture,
Christianity and Judaism, Contemporary Protestant Theology, Contemporary Catholic
Theology, etc.
6. Summary: This book belongs to the “Religious Knowledge Series”. This book is a
work of collective labour. It is written in the Preface that Protestantism, as one of the three
branches of Christianity (Catholicism, the Eastern Orthodoxy, Protestantism), and as one
of the five main religions in China (Buddhism, Daoism, Islam, Catholicism,
Protestantism), occupies an important position in the development and communiation of
the Chinese and Western civilisations. Protestantism came into existence in Europe
during the Reformation Period in the Sixteenth Century, but it, as an important branch of
Christianity, inherits from the Hebrew civilisation and the Greek civilisation, and from
the civilisation, culture and spiritual heritage of Christianity for more than 1500 years, on
one hand, and leads to the modern developments of the West, and is influential to the rise
of Western industrial society and the emergence of modern thoughts, and exerts very
crucial effects to the spread and development of the Christian culture in the World, on the
other hand. Christianity in fact entered in different areas of China in the beginning of the
Nineteenth Century, its history in China being shorter than 200 years, but its spread is
rapid, and its influence far-ranging. Its historical contributions in the development of
modern China in cultural realms like education, medicine, health, communication,
publishing are manifest, and its movements of “Indigenisation” and “Becoming Chinese”
make Chinese Christianity appear in new ways; Christianity has become an important
channel of dialogues, communications, and comprehension of Chinese thoughts and
Western  thoughts  under the  modern  situation of  globalisation..
The main contents of this book are: (1) History and Doctrines (The Historical
Backgrounds of Christianity, The History of Chinese Christianity, The Basic Doctrines of
Christianity); (2) Scriptures and Figures (The Formation and Influences of the Christian
Scriptures, Christian Missionaries in China, Figures in Chinese Christianity); (3)
Sacraments and Ecclesial Organisation (The Sacraments of Christianity; The Ecclesial
Organisation and Clergy of Christianity, The Festivals of Christianity); (4) Culture and
Arts (Christian Literature and Biblical Literature, Christian Music, The Architecthre of
Cathedral Building).



