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6.  Author’s Introduction: Williston Walker was born in Portland, Maine, July 1, 1980,
the son of a distinguished Congregational minister. He received his B.A. degree from
Amberst College in 1883, was graduated from Hartford Theological Foundation in 1886
and received his Ph.D. degree from the University of Leipzig in 1888. He succeeded
Woodrow Wilson as associate professor of history at Bryn Mawr College. He later taught
church history at Hartford Theological Foundation. In 1901 Yale University called him
to succeed George Park Fisher as Titus Street Professor of Ecclesiastical History, a
position which he held until his death in 1922. The Reformation, Ten New England
Leaders, Great Men of the Christian Church, and a History of the Christian Church are
among his distinguished works.

7. Contents: Since publication of the first edition in 1918, this book has enjoyed
outstanding success and recognition as a classic in the field. Written by an eminent
theologian, it combines in its narrative a rare blend of clarity, unity, and balance. In light
of significant advances in scholarship in recent years, extensive revisions have been made
to this fourth edition. Three scholars from Union Theological Seminary in New York
have incorporated new historical discoveries and provided fresh interpretations of various
periods in church history from the first century to the twentieth. The result is a
thoroughly updated history which preserves the tenor and structure of Walker’s original,



unparalleled text. The book is the major text for many seminary and university courses
on the subject and with good reason. It includes quality research and scholarship. For
the serious student of church history, it is an outstanding resource.



