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Author’s Introduction: Xu Huaiqi, taught in St. John's and Huadong
Universities, research fellow at Religious Institute of Social Science Academy,
mastered several foreign languages, and was a devoted Christian involved in
theological studies. He was planning to study the history ofChristianity during
1950s, but persecuted during Cultural Resolution. He resumed his study after
Cultural Revolution, but only finished the ancient part of it, which was published in
memory of him.
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6. Contents: The book is divided into 12 chapters:

1. The Time and Background of the Origin of Christianity, introducing the
Greco-Roman philosophy and Judaism around the birth of Christ.

2. The Life of Jesus and his Ministry and Thought.

3. The Founding of the Early Church.

4. The Spread of the Gospel in Asia, Europe, and Africa.

5. The Persecution against the Early Church and Its Sate status Established in
Roman Empire.

6. The Structure of the Church Organization.

7. The Christian Creeds and Doctrines, introducing “Apostolic Creed,” and “Nicene
Creed.”

8 & 9. The Contents and Formation of the Old Testament and New Testament in the
Bible.

10. The Heresies of the Early Church: Gnosticism, Montanism, and Arianism.

11. The Early Church Fathers' Writings and Thoughts: Irenius, Justin, and Origen.

12. The Religious Life of the Early Christianity, complemented by Yao Minquan of
Social Science Academy.



