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5. Author’s Profile
6. Précis: Below is an excerpt from the introduction. Christianity is one of the three most
important religions in the world besides Islam and Buddhism. Christianity has spread into
most places — 150 nations.

Christianity has a history of about two millennia. It consists of three major
denominations: 1. Roman Catholicism. 2. Orthodox, or the Eastern/Greek Orthodox. 3.
Protestantism — the new denomination broken away from Roman Catholicism as a result of
the Reformation in the sixteenth century. Besides, there are some smaller denominations
such as Nestorianism, the Coptic Church and the Armenian Church.

Early Christianity derived from Judaism, inheriting its monotheism, and gradually
assimilated various Eastern mystical religions and secular philosophies as it formed its own
doctrinal and ecclesiastical systems, which led to its eventual separation from Judaism.

Christianity is intricately interwoven in the history and culture of many countries,
especially those in Europe and North America. It has exerted tremendous impact on
contemporary politics and society. Therefore, history of Christianity is an indispensable
subject in our studies of international affairs and world history.

The volume consists of three chapters: Chapter 1 touches on the origin and early
history of Christianity; Chapter 2 on the feudalistic society in the Middle Ages and various
heretic movements; and Chapter 3 on contemporary Christianity.



