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2. Editor: Guo Zhenduo
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5. Summary: The Editor of this book writes in the Epilogue that, according to the syllabus of
sources for the departments of history of all tertiary institutions, this book is composed
over several years and published in order to meet the demands of establishing an
elective course “The Renaissance and the History of Reformation”. This is the first
history work on Reformation written by Chinese Historians, and is a companion to the
Outlines of the History of Renaissance published in Mar 1986 by the Renmin Daxue
Chubanshe. It is hoped that this work would be beneficial to the instructors and
researchers in the History of Christianity in tertiary institutions.
This book comprises 14 chapters. Chap 1 is the Introduction (The Historical Origins and
Interpretations of the Reformation, The Characters of the Reformation, The Nature of
Reformation). Chap 2 is about the Survey of Evolvement of Christianity (Historical
Backgrounds of Christianity and Its Scriptures, Dogmas and Organisation, The
Transformations of Christianity). Chap 3 is about the Social Backgrounds of the
Reformation (The Development of Capitalistic Relations among European Nations and
Their Opposition to Feudalism, Confrontations of all Social Classes and Catholic Monks,
The Strength of European Nations and the Growth of Nationalism, Reformation
Thoughts and The Wide Spread of Humanist Thoughts of the Early Renaissance). Chap
4 is about the Denominations before and after the Reformation and Their Spread into
China (Reasons of the Emergence of the Denominations, Various Schools in the Late
Slavery Society of the Roman Empire and Their Thoughts, Various Schools in the Early
Period of Feudalist Society in the East and Their Thoughts, Various Schools of the
Reformation and Their Spread into China). Chap 5 is about the Phases of the
Reformation and Their Basic Contents (The Birth of the Reformation in Europe, The
Climaxes of the Reformation in Europe, The Successful Periods of the Reformation in
Europe). Chap 6 is about the Birth of German Capitalism and the Rise of Bourgeoisie
(Cities and Industries and Commerce in South Germany, Free Workforces, Handicraft
Workshops, Features of German Bourgeoisie). Chap 7 is about the Reformation of
Martin Luther (The Task of German Revolution, The Beginning of the Reformation of
Martin Luther, Lutherism after the Failure of the German Peasants War). Chap 8 is about
Thomas Miintzer and the German Peasants War ( The Early Reformist Activities of
Thomas Miintzer and the Great German Peasants War ). Chap 9 is about the Reformation
in Switzerland (Historical Conditions of the Reformation of Switzerland, Zwingli and
His Religious Teachings, Calvin and His Religious Claims). Chap 10 is about the
“Religious Wars” in France and the Founding of Independent Catholic Churches. Chap
11 is about the English Reformation (The Social Situations of England before the
Reformation, The Reformation of Henry VIII, The Rise of Puritanism). Chap 12 is about
the Bourgeois Revolution in the Netherlands Exalting Calvinism. Chap 13 is about
Historical Effects of the Reformation (Interpretations of the Effects of the Reformation,
Major Effects of the Reformation in Europe). Chap 14 is about the Council of Trent and



the Counter-Movement of the Roman Catholic Church (The Founding of the Jesuits and
Their Activities, The Council of Trent and their Counter-Movements).



