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Summary:

The author pointed out in the Preface that, in the imagination of the common people, the
Inquisition is synonymous with terrific measures, secret arrests at night, and tortures.
This book is intended to give a comprehensive elucidation of the Inquisition from its
origin in early Thirteenth Century to its influences till now. The researches of this book
are based on the materials published since the mid-Nineteenth Century. This means a
synthesis of past research results and not a study of original materials. Despite second
hand sources are used, this book has tried its best to utilise the first hand materials as
quoted inside the second hand sources, not just adopting the conclusions from different
authors.

The history of the Inquisition is divided into two basic periods: (1) The Inquisition
resulted from actions against heretic movements in the Thirteenth Century; (2) Its
dramatic flourishing in the following three hundred years, including the branches from
the Spanish Inquisition, as well as the Counter-Reformation and the Witch Hunt. This
book has tried its best in following the chronological order and to combine with the
ordinary history of these two periods. Since history is always complicated, it is not even
possible to give a general survey in a simple study of the Inquisition. Important cases
like Joan of Arc and Galileo Galilee, or historical events like the judgment of the Holy
Templars are elucidated in particular, owing to their important status in the history of
the Inquisition.

This book comprises 14 chapters. Chap 1 is about the Origin. Chap 2 is about the
Establishment. Chap 3 is about the Handbook and the Judge of the Inquisition. Chap 4 is
about Processes and Judgments. Chap 5 is about the Inquisition in Medieval Italy. Chap
6 is about the Inquisition in Medieval France. Chap 7 is about the Decline of the
Medieval Inquisition. Chap 8 is about Heresies, Magic, and Wizardry. Chap 9 is about
the Establishment of the Spanish Inquisition. Chap 10 is about the Reformation and the
Roman Inquisition. Chap 11 is about Witch Fanaticism and the Inquisition. Chap 12 is
about Climax and Decline of the Spanish Inquisition in 1558-1834. Chap 13 is about the
Inquisition in the Twentieth Century and the Forbidden Books. Chap 14 is about the
Conclusion:  The  Consequences and Influences of the Inquisition.



