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5. About the Author: Zhang Sui, born in Shanghai in 1943, entered the Department of
History of Peking University in 1960, became the Director of Shanghai Eastern Research
Institute in 1990, went to Taiwan as Guest Professor in Fujen University, Taiwan in 1990.
Zhang Sui has delivered lectures in the United States. In 1991, Zhang Sui is listed as an
“Outstanding Intellectual” by International Biographical Centre, Cambridge, England.
Zhang Sui’s works include: Religion in Ancient and Modern Times, The Eastern
Orthodoxy and Orthodox Churches in China, An Investigation of Religions in Shanghai,
The Culture of “God” in the Middle Ages, The Hebrew Culture and the Jews in China,
Outlines of the Cultural History of China, The Cultural History of Turkestan. Zhang Sui
has published many essays in Chinese and foreign journals.

6. Summary: The Author writes in the Preface that according to the statistics, the total
population of Christians (belonging to the three main denominations: Catholicism, the
Eastern Orthodoxy, and Protestantism) in the world is between 1.2 and 1.3 billion.
Without the knowledge in the history and culture of Christianity, it is impossible to
understand the people and the societies in Europe (including Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union) and America. This is probably one of the very important reason of the
author’s writing of this book about the history of the Christian Church.

As for the studies in the history of the Christian Church, the Author has always been in the
opinion that such studies are of the same nature as other studies of the history of other
religions (including religious studies), and should be a combination of historical
documents and archaeological discoveries, of existent conceptions and views and
continuous reflection, of intuitions and understanding and cautious proves, of field
studies and all sorts of religious myths.
One must interpret myths scientifically with history, study the factors of the birth and
development of religions with history, and study religions in terms of their merits and
demerits in every historical period (both macroscopically and microscopically). From the
abovementioned approaches, one would understand in a clearer way that the birth of
Christianity is deeply situated in its historical and social factors.
This book comprises eleven chapters. Chap 1 is about Regeneration—The Birth of
Christianity. Chap 2 is about Christianity from Being Illegal to Legal. Chap 3 is about the
Showing Up of Controversies between the Eastern Church and the Western Church. Chap
4 is about the Fall of West Roman Empire and the Emperor’s Order. Chap 5 is about the
Eastern and Western Churches after 520 AD. Chap 6 is about the Troubles of the Eastern
Church and the Mistaken Move of Pope Gregory VII. Chap 7 is about the Climax of the
Power of Roman Popes and the Fall of the Byzantine Empire. Chap 8 is about the



Development of Catholic Theologies. Chap 9 is about the Decline of Papal Powers and
the Corruption of the Catholic Church. Chap 10 is about Christianity and the Cultural
Revivals in Western Europe. Chap 11 is about the Reformation of Christianity.



