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1. The Guardian of Darkness and Foolishness—The Inquisition
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2. Author: Dong Jinquan

3. Publisher and Date of Publication: Hangzhou: Zhejiang Renmin Chubanshe, Aug 1988
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5. Summary: This book belongs to the “World Cultures Series”.
The Publisher’s Introduction: The history of the rise and fall of the Inquisition is a history
of the war against ignorance. The study of the Inquisition is a necessary part of
understanding the world culture. In the West, it is an important area of study; however,
there is no such studies and works on it in China. This book widely collects the research
results and information from West Europe, Russia, and Latin America, and conducts a
systematic and concrete review of the history, features and impacts of the Inquisition, and
conducts a detailed analysis of the destruction of the human culture by the Inquisition. .
The analysis of the rise and fall of the Inquisition and its suppression of heretics in this
book is enlightening and insightful to us.
The Author writes in the Preface that the Inquisition is the most dishonourable, most
despicable part in human history. The impact of this organisation which symbolised
disasters and terror was inestimably malicious to the fate of the Europeans and Americans
and to the development of their spiritual life and scientific culture.
Two hundred years ago, Manual des inquisiteurs which was written by Nicholas Eymeric,
an inquisitor-general in Spain, in the Fourteenth Century was published in Lisbon,
Portugal. It discloses the methods employed by the “Holy” Court. At that time, the
Publisher explained their motive of publishing Manual des inquisiteurs, “Perhaps there
could be some orthodox people and other sensitive people who might reproach us for our
publicising the terrible scenes of the past. They would ask, what good it does in
introducing such ugly things. In order to answer their reproaches, we just need to point
out the following point: Just because these scenes are evil, we must publicise them,
because they caused disasters.”
The contents of this book are as follows: (1) Introduction (Who Lifted Up the Mystical
Vil of the Inquisition? From the moment of the Eating of the Forbidden Fruit by Adam
and Eve, Or...); (2) The Catholic Church Has Chosen Fire and Sword—The History of
Formation of the Inquisition (The Origins of the Inquisition, After New Storms Have
Appeared from the Horizon, “Let He Who is Disobedient Disappear from the World™); (3)
A Robust System (The Judge, Lodging Complaints, Investigation, Trial, Punishment,
Judgment, Ah... Sentence of Death by Fire—Delicious Food for God); (4) Batches of
People Suffered from the Inquisition (Suppressing the Peasants—Heretic People; The
Bloody Business of “Witch” Hunt; The Fall of the “Holy Templars”—A Heretic Case
Which is not Heretic); (5) National Heroes Sentenced to Death by Fire by the “Holy”
Court (John Huss—Martyr of the National Ideals of the Czechs; The Case of Joan of Arc:



“We Are Stupid and We Have Burnt a Saint!” ); (6) The Disappearance of Freedom in
Spain under the Flame of the Fire Sentences (“Catching Up”, Torquemada—The King of
the Hell, Terror Extended from the Jews to the Moors; The People in the Age of Suffering;
Wiping Out by the Storms of Revolutions); (7) Suffering in the Latin America (The Fire
of the Inquisition Extended Towards the New Continent With the Conquerors; The
Inquisition Is Formally Established in the West Indies; The Activities of the “Holy” Court
in the Colonies; The Lethal Enemy of National Independence); (8) Changing Storms in
the Inquisition in Portugal (Under the Seduction of Mondy; The Trade between the King
and the Pope Behind the Scene; What the King Had Gained and What the Country Had
Lost; A Complicated Match); (9) The Sword of the Papal Inqusition (Rome and the Birth
of a Global Inquisitions; Bruno: Dying at One Time and Living Forever; Galileo: Begging
for Forgiveness Because He is Right; The Index of Forbidden Books—The Product of
Cultural Authoritarianism); (10) The Eventual Disappearance of the Inquisition
(Reaching Death through Difficult Struggles, Vain Defences by the Modern Dominicans).



