Category 2 — History of Christianity
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. Title: The Culture of “God” in the Middle Ages—The History of Medieval Christian

Churches i[5 by o f ——Hlﬂ]qc'ﬁif‘jﬂ“
Author: Zhang Sui
Publisher and Date of Publication: Hangzhou: Zhejiang Renmin Chubanshe, Jul 1987
Pages: 296
Words: 208000
No. of Prints: 23800
About the Author: Zhang Sui, born in Shanghai in 1943, entered the Department of History of
Peking University in 1960, became the Director of Shanghai Eastern Research Institute in
1990, went to Taiwan as Guest Professor in Fujen University, Taiwan in 1990. Zhang Sui has
delivered lectures in the United States. In 1991, Zhang Sui is listed as an “Outstanding
Intellectual” by International Biographical Centre, Cambridge, England. Zhang Sui’s works
include: Religion in Ancient and Modern Times, The Eastern Orthodoxy and Orthodox
Churches in China, An Investigation of Religions in Shanghai, The Culture of “God” in the
Middle Ages, The Hebrew Culture and the Jews in China, Outlines of the Cultural History of
China, The Cultural History of Turkestan. Zhang Sui has published many essays in Chinese
and foreign journals.

Summary:  This  book belongs to the “World Cultures  Series”.
Christianity is one of the three major world religions, and religious cultures are constituents
of a world culture. This book is dedicated to the history of Medieval Christianity.
The Author narrated the activities of the Western churches, with the history, which lasted
over 1100 years, from the fall of the West Roman Empire until the time before the English
Bourgeois Revolution as the background; the history of the Eastern churches, which is often



lacked in many works of church history, is treated in the book as well.
This book is the results of the Author’s own research, and is at present more comprehensive
than other works on the history of Medieval Christian churches by Chinese scholars. This
book is highly intelligible and fluent, suitable for reading by social scientists, politicians, and
college teachers and students.
The Author writes in the Preface that the history of Christian churches is not the same as the
History of Christianity. This object of narration and research of this book is only the history
of Christian churches. And the history of Medieval Christian churches is a scattered history
within the entire history of Christian churches, for the time it narrates is only the period of
over 1100 years within the entire history of Christianity, which is a period of over 1900 years.
The term “Medieval” has been regarded as a customary concept by historians nowadays.
Generally speaking, it refers to the history of Europe after the Fall of the West Roman Empire
in 476 AD until the English Bourgeois Revolution in the Seventeenth Century. This book
adopts this general designation of the world history, and not the way many authors on the
history of Christian churches employ, that is, regarding the Roman Pope Gregory | as the
beginning of the history of Medieval Christian churches.

This book comprises 8 chapters. Chap 1 is about the first split between the “Latinised”
Church and the Greek Church (The Fall of the West Roman Empire in 476 AD, Missionary
Activities of the Western Churches among the “Barbarians”, Augustine’s Theological
Thoughts and Pelagianism, The Emperor’s Order and the Fortune of the Eastern Churches).
Chap 2 is about from Justinian | to Charlemagne (Justinian | and the Roman Bishop Gregory
I, Controversies about “Filioque” and the Revival of Western Churches, The Monastery
Systems of the Western Church and the Eastern Church). Chap 3 is about the Troubles of the
Eastern Churches and the Mistaken Move of Pope Gregory VII (Controversies about
Iconography and the Second Nicene Council, The Counterfeited “Constantine’s Gift” and the
Reform Movements of the Cluniac Order, the Great Schism in 1054 AD, The Comedy before
St Peter’s Dome and the “Confidence Game” before the Canossian Castle). Chap 4 is about
the Climax of the Power of Roman Popes and the Fall of the Byzantine Empire (The Crusades,
The Climax of the Catholic Church and the Inquisition, The Council of Florence by the
Eastern and Western Churches, The Development of the Russian Orthodox Church). Chap 5
is about the Development of Catholic Theologies (Anselm and His Theological Thoughts,
Nominalists and the Theological Thoughts of Aberlard, The Summa Theologiae of Thomas
Aquinas, Roger Bacon the “Heterodox” Theologian, John Duns Scotus and His Theological
Thoughts, The “Heresy” of Franciscans and Theologian William Occam, The Historical
Position of Scholasticism). Chap 6 is about the Decline of Papal Powers and the Corruption
of the Catholic Church (The Power Struggle between Pope Boniface VIII and French King
Philips 1V, The “Avignon” Pope and the Split of the Catholic Church, The Corruption of
Catholic Church, The Prevalence of Mysticism). Chap 7 is about Christianity and
Renaissance (The Spread of Diseases and the Influence of Papers to the Spread of Knowledge,
The Prelude to the Reformation, The Renaissance of Western Europe). Chap 8 is about the
Birth of Protestant Christianity (The Reformation of Martin Luther and German Peasants’
War, The Reformation of Ulrich Zwingli and John Calvin, The Reformation of England and
the Establishment of the “Anglican Church”, The Remedies of the Catholic Church, The
Orthodox Council of Jerusalem in 1672).





