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. About the Author: Christopher Dawson (1889-1970) was one of the century’s great
historians of culture, philosophers of history and philosophers of culture. Some people
also regard him as a sociologist and a philosopher of religion, and even address him as the
“Prophets of the Age” together with E. Gilson and J. Maritain. He is honoured as
“unequaled as an historian of culture”.

. Summary: This book belongs to the “Religion and World Series”. This book is focused in
the relationship between religion and culture, and traces in an extensively way the history
of Western society of over a thousand years from the fall of the Roman Empire to the
Renaissance, and narrates the historical development of the births and developments of
various Christian movements and Christian thoughts in this period, as well as their
creative impact to the Western society, such as the transformations in the
economical-political system, the rise of city-states, the development of cultural education.
As a result, this book illustrates that religion is the key of understanding culture, and
“even an obviously transmundane religion which seems to deny all values and standards
of the human society would still generate stimulating effects to the culture and provide
motivations in social transforming movements.
This book comprises twelve chapters. Chap 1 is the Introduction: The Significance of the
Western Development. Chap 2 is about the Religious Origins of the Western Culture: The
Church and the Barbarians. Chap 3 is about the Monks of the West and the Formation of
the Western Tradition. Chap 4 is about the Barbarians and the Christen Kingdom. Chap 5
is about the Second Dark Age and the Conversion of the North. Chap 6 is about the
Byzantine Tradition and the Conversion of Eastern Europe. Chap 7 is about the Reform
of the Church in the Eleventh Century and the Medieval Papacy. Chap 8 is about the
Feudalist World: Chivalry and the Courtly Culture. Chap 9 is about the Medieval City:
Commune and Guild. Chap 10 is about Medieval Cities: School and University. Chap 11
is about the Religious Crisis of Medieval Culture: The Thirteenth Century. Chap 12 is the
Conclusion: Medieval Religion and Popular Culture. The Appendix is about Notes on
Famous Medieval Art



