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Summary:

This book belongs to the “What do | know?” Series. “What do | know?” is a saying by
Michel de Montaigne, a French philosopher in the Sixteenth Century to explain that
knowledge is without boundaries, and to reflect the desire for knowledge of his
generation in the Renaissance. The publication of this book is subsidised by the French
Foreign Affairs Bureau.
This book comprises 8 chapters. Chap 1 is about Peter the Disciple and the First Bishop:
(1) *“You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church”; (2) Peter’s Supreme Status
in the Gospels; (3) “Feed my lambs” and “Tend my sheep”; (4) Peter Came to Rome,
Death and Burial; (5) The List of Popes, The Testimony of St. Iranaeus and St. Aeneas.
Chap 2 is about the Popes in History: (1) From the First to the Fifth Centuries, The
Challenge to Kingship and the Peace of Constantine; (2) Pope as the Guardian of the
States: The Coronation of Charlemagne; (3) The Pope-King System of Christian
Countries for Several Hundred Years; (4) The Avignon Pope: The Renaissance and the
Reformation; (5) The Unification of Italy and the End of the Secular Rights of the Popes;
(6) From Vatican to Manhattan: Paul VI and John Paul 11 in the United Nations. Chap 3
is about the Status of the Popes in the Church: (1) The Bishop of Rome as the First
Bishop; (2) Newman’s Development of Papal Succession ; (3) Ecclesiastical Activities:
from the Jerusalem Council to Vatican Il; (4) Vatican | and the Determination of Papal
Infallibility; (5) Vatican Il and the Determination of Equality of Participants in Bishop’s
Conferences. Chap 4 is about Cardinal Conferences in Papal Election and the
Committee of Papal Election: (1) From Jesus’ Election of Peter to the Papal Election; (2)
1060 Nicholas II’s Encyclical “"'In Nomine Dei”; (3) The Generation of Members in
Cardinal Conference; (4) Cardinals’ Gathering in Electing the Pope; (5) The Election of
John Paul 11. Chap 5 is about the Office of the Pope: (1) Sanctify, Teach and Manage the
Church of Christ; (2) General and Particular Authorities; (3) The Pope’s Social
Teachings about Life Development; (4) The Transmission of Moral Teachings; (5) The
Working Out and Reception of Holy Office in People’s Faith. Chap 6 is about the
Management of the Popes: (1) The Holy See from Sixtus V to Paul VI; (2) The Central
Authority: The State Secretariat; (3) Foreign Affairs of the Pope: God and Freedom; (4)
The Sacred Congregations. Chap 7 is about Modern Popes: (1) From Pius VI to Pius IX:
From the French Revolution to the Fall of the Papal State; (2) Leo XIlII, Pius X, Benedict
XV as the Popes during the Wars in Europe; (3) Pius XI against Communism and
Nazism: The Action in France and the Action of Catholics; (4) Pius XXII during the War
and His Teachings; (5) The Pope in Transition: John XXIII’s Encyclical “Pacem in
Terris”. Chap 8 is about Contemporary Popes from Paul VI to John Paul I1: (1) Paul VI
and the End of the Council: Visits and Encyclicals; (2) John Paul I and the Mission of



the “Humble” John the Baptist; (3) John Paul Il from Far Away and Lead Us to Far
Away; (4) The Global Visits of the Pope; (5) Encyclical “Redemptor Hominis”.



