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. About the Author: Thomas M. Lindsay (1843-1914), renowned English historian of the
Reformation, rather influential among the historians in the West. He was born in
Lesmahagow, Lanarkshire, son of a Protestant reverend. He studied philosophy in the
Glasgow and Edinburgh in his youth, and was granted scholarships for several times due
to academic excellence. In 1869, Lindsay was graduated from Edinburgh, and was
ordained as a reverend of a local Independent Church. In 1871, he translated and
published Logics of Friedrich Ueberweg. Since 1872, Lindsay was appointed as a
Professor in Church History in United Free College, Glasgow which belongs to the
Independent Church, and focused his attention in the studies of the Church history. In
1900, he published Luther and the German Reformation, and caught the attention among
the historians. Later on, he continued his studies of the Reformation in Germany and
other Western European countries, and contributed to the writing of The Cambridge
Medieval History, The Cambridge Modern History, The Cambridge History of English
Literature, and finally completed A History of the Reformation.

. Summary: The Translator writes in the Translator’s Preface that A History of the
Reformation is a work of Lindsay which makes him famous. This book is divided into
two volumes, consisting of more than 700,000 words. The first edition appeared in
1906-1907, and was reprinted soon (1910), and reprinted again in New York (1937). This
book is still regarded as an authoritative work in the history of the Reformation among
the Western historians.

This book is divided into two parts. Part One is about the Eve of the Reformation,
comprising 6 chapters. Chap 1 is about the Papacy. Chap 2 is about the Political Situations.
Chap 3 is about the Renaissance. Chap 4 is about the Social Conditions. Chap 5 is about
the Family Life and Public Religious Life Several Ten Years Before the Reformation.
Chap 6 is about Humanism and the Reformation. Part Two is about the Reformation,
comprising 8 chapters. Chap 1 is about Luther in the Beginning of the Indulgence
Controversy. Chap 2 is about From the Indulgence Controversy to the Reichstag in Worm.
Chap 3 is about the Reichstag in Worm. Chap 4 is about From the Reichstag in Worm to
the End of the Peasants War. Chap 5 is about From the Diet of Speyer (1526) to Peace of
Augsburg (1555). Chap 6 is about the Organisation of the Lutheran Church. Chap 7 is
about the Reformation of the Lutherans Outside Germany. Chap 8 is about the Religious
Principles Which Inspired the Reformation.



