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6. About the Author: Williston Walker was born in Portland, Maine, July 1, 1860. He
received his A. B. degree from Amherst College in 1883, was graduated from Hartford
Theological Seminary in 1886 and received his Ph.D. degree from the University of
Leipzig in 1888. He succeeded Woodrow Wilson as associate professor of history at
Bryn Mawr College. In 1901 Yale University called him to succeed George Park Fisher
as Titus Street Professor of Ecclesiastical History, a position which he held until his
death in 1922. The Reformation, Ten New England Leaders, Great Men of the Christian
Church, and A History of the Christian Church are among his distinguished works.

7. Summary: The Translator recommends this book as a famous work in the history of
Christianity, which has been used as a standard textbook in the West for a long time. Written by
an eminent theologian, it combines in its narrative a rare blend of clarity, unity, and balance, and
exhaustively narrated the history of Christianity for the past two thousand years from its
beginning, development, diversification, transformation, until modernity. The basic contents
and framework can withstand various examinations for 80 years since its first appearance. In
1959, in light of significant advances in scholarship in the past 50 years, three renowned
historians of Church history have extensively revised this book, in order that it would not fall
behind with the progress of time. A final chapter has been added as well. This book is suitable
for professional workers, professors and students in tertiary institutions, all those who are
interested in Christianity, clergy and Christians.
The main contents of this book are: The Jewish Backgrounds, Jesus and the Disciples, The
Early Christian Community, Paul and Gentile Christianity, Christian Organisation, Christianity
and the Roman Government, The Apologists, Gnosticism, The Catholic Church, Tertullian and
Cyprian, The Alexandrian School, Church and Roman Society from 180 to 260, The
Constitutional Development of the Church, The Arian Controversy to the Death of Constantine,
Controversy under Constantine’s Sons, The Later Nicene Struggle and Germanic Invasions,
The Growth of the papacy, Monasticism, The East Divided, Popular Christianity, The Latin
Christian Tradition, Missions in the British Ides, Missions in the European Continent and the
Growth of Papal Power, The Franks and the Papacy, Charles the Great, The Papacy, The
Decline of the Empire and the Rise of Papal Power, The Decline of the Papal Power and the Its
Revival Alongside with the Revival of the Empire, Reforming Movements, The Reforming
Papacy, The Papacy Struggled to be Free from the Empire, The Spread of Christianity, The



Crusades, New Religious Movements, Medieval Heresy, The Inquisition, The Dominicans,
Franciscans, Early Scholasticism, The Papacy at Its Height and Its Decline, Wyclif and Hus,
The Reforming Councils, The Italian Renaissance and Its Popes, Luther’s Development and the
Beginnings of the Reformation, The Swiss Reformation, German Protestantism Established,
The Scandinavian lands, The Reformation of John Calvin, The Catholic Reformation and
Counter-Reformation, German Religious Controversies and the Thirty Years’ War, Anglicanism,
Puritanism, and the Free Churches in England, Episcopacy and Presbyterianism in Scotland,
The Quakers, The Beginnings of Modern Science and Philosophy, The Transplantation of
Christianity to the Americas, Deism and Its Opponents, Skepticism, Pietism in Germany, The
Evangelical Revival in Great Britain, Wesley and Methodism, The Great Awakening, The
Impact of the Evangelical Revival, The Rise of Modern Missions, The Revolutionary Epoch in
the United States, Trends in Nineteenth-Century Protestant Thought in Germany, British
Protestantism in the Nineteenth Century, Continental Protestantism in the Nineteenth Century,
American Protestantism in the Nineteenth Century, Roman Catholicism in the Modern World,
Eastern Churches in Modern Times, The Growth of the Ecumenical Movement, The Church in
the World.



