2. History of Christianity

Rise of Christianity (Stark) HEEHNXMNE (HER)

P& (BABHAINE— M EERNFEHER)

(=) FEe R &

FE BOR., aR#%

AR AR S A EighFE MY 2005

¥ 215

FH 213,000

EN%KL 4500

NERE APREBIUAZREZREHN (REHRIFFENL) P —K |, KFEN
FERRITEXFHELHCNENXRR , HEBPNAZFREZRIHFHE
T, KEMEL. BHRERTEAREREZERS  BEEANEXEENESF
B RBHESFAXEFEPERLERREEREERNTX , UEEESNE
XABEHRRIIX —REE MBIV IEE,
APHPATE. F-ERTEHEBHAGEEBHNEK  E-E5F
BEHEBHNNEREMURRAREHETL  FNEIMYNESHER,
HEMBSHAEER  FRESMLAUEEBERNEK  BERESNFER
MHEBHIL  FLEUARRANN RS MBTRISEN , ENESFA
EENER , ANNAEREBEMEENIEY  EAZERITEEHRRIN
BEEAER ; FTETRREHEBSXTEENRE,

EEEN FER HER YSRYPLLFNEKFERENEEL— , HNHAREEY
RHENRERBMSZAENESFER,

FEEN BOR , PEHANERALREMEAMELE ;

BRRE , AT F,



2. History of Christianity

Rise of Christianity (Stark) HEEHNXMNE (HER)
Title The Rise of Christianity --A Sociologist Reconsiders History

Author
Publisher, date
# of Pages

# of Words

# of Printings

Author's Profile

Abstract

Rodney Stark

Shanghai Archaeological Press 2005
214

213,000

4500

Rodney Stark is a renown American social scientist and scholar.

This is the mystery of two millennia, right? How does an obscure sect led
by an executed convict go from less than 100 adherents to an estimated 6

million on the eve on Constantine's "conversion" in the early fourth century?

Social scientist Rodney Stark did more than puzzle: he created a set of
testable hypotheses and tried, via secondary literature (he reads no ancient
language and disclaims any expertise in the traditional scholarship of early
church history), to probe the key issues. Along the way, he uses
contemporary social science findings from demography, the sociology of
small groups, the psychology of conversion, medical statistics, and every
other conceptual lever he could divine to create a compelling mosaic of
findings, arrayed in discrete topical chapters (each of which had a former

life as a scholarly article).

Throughout, the emphasis returns again and again to social networks -
friends converting friends, wives converting husbands, former Jewish co-
religionists converting other Jews as Christian churches establish
themselves in the "Jewish Quarters" of Roman towns and cities, mercy-
bound Christians staying to care for plague victims while pagans flee the

pandemic.



