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1. Title : Western Religious Culture V475 55203040
2. Author : Zhao Lin

3. Publisher and Date : Yang Tze Kiang Literature; October 1997
4. Number of Pages :454



Number of Words  : 320,000
Number of Copies : 5,000
5. Author’s Profile : Zhao Lin (1954-) is associate professor at the Department of
Philosophy, Wuhan University. His writings include Harmony and Transcendence — An
Inquiry into the Thinking Methods of the Chinese, Divine Calling: the Tradition and
Development of Western Culture, On the Forms of Civilisations, Hegel's Philosophy of
Religion, etc.
6. Précis: This is a ground-breaking monograph in the systematic studies of Western
religious culture in China. The author begins the discussion of Western religious culture in
its Greek origins, tracing its development from Greco-Roman religion to Christianity,
giving a clear account of the major strands of the evolution of Western religious culture,
and its recent development and inner dynamics.
The volume consists of three chapters.
Chapter 1 Greco-Roman Pantheism and Classical Culture
The Origins of Greco-Roman Culture
The Cultural Ethos of Greek Religion, Roman Culture, and Religion
Chapter 2 Christianity and Medieval Culture
The Cultural Origins of Christianity (Christianity and the Roman
Empire, Christianity and Judaism, Christianity and Greek
Philosophy)

Christianity and the Secular Society (The City of God and the City of
Man, the conversion of the barbarians, Monastery and Rural
Economy, Literature of the Knight and Goethean architecture)

The Evolution of Christian Culture (Christian theology and scholastic
philosophy, the evolution of Christian ethics, from heaven’s door to
hell’s gully)

Chapter 3 Christianity and Modern Western Culture
The Historical Challenges and Responses in Revolutionary Times (The
characteristics and inner tensions of Christian culture, renaissance
and humanism, Reformation: Martin Luther, Reformation:
Anglicanism, Reformation: Calvinism)

The Decline of Religion and the Rise of Science (Religious tolerance and
Rationality, from deism to atheism, classicalism and Enlightenment,
moral theology and Romanticism)



