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5. Author’s Introduction: Leopole Leeb, born in Austria, 1967. Studied philosophy
and religion at San Gabriel University in 1985, Chinese Mandarin in Taiwan,1988-91.
Ph.D. in Philosophy, Beijing University, 1999. Ph.D. dissertation: Zhang Heng,
Science and Religion. Publications: On the Size of Christ: Christianity in the eyes of
Chinese Intellectuals, 1900-1950; Joseph Needham: Science and Religion.

6. Contents: The theme of the book is the ancient Greco-Roman society and its
breakthrough toward the modern society, in which the important role Christianity
played. The author assumes Christian faith and the Biblical worldview are among the
“Great Elements” to boost the modernization in European history, Christianity
changed every aspect of ancient European culture: thinking, society, ethics, time sense
or nature sense to push it toward modernization. The author emphasizes in the
introduction: Christianity is the “psychic” or “spirituality” of modernization and
modernity. Without understanding the spirit of Christianity, there is no way of
understanding deeply the process of modernization and the meaning of modernity.

From the perspective of nature view, the relationship between human and nature,
the time history, language, the human dignity, work ethics, and accountability,
marriage and family, society and politics, religious beliefs, moral ethics, the book
discusses the characteristics of the ancient society and the Christian important
influence toward its modern social development. He concludes: only through the
Christian transformation, the ancient civilization could enter into modernity; e.g.,
there is no nature view in a modern sense in the ancient time; it is the Christian theory
of creation that provides the possibility of modern nature view. There is no science
in a modern sense in the ancient time, it is Christianity that seeks to manifest the glory
of God that advances the spirit of observation and the development of science.
There is no personal dignity, liberty, equality, individuality, self-hood in a modern
sense in the ancient time; these are all promoted and created by Christianity. There
is no work, rest, marriage, women, family, celibacy, law, people, democracy, religion,
conscience, and repentance in a modern sense in the ancient time; these are the



products of Christian culture.



