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5. Author’s Profile  : Zhang Nei (1943 -) graduated from the Faculty of History, Peking
University in 1964. He began working at the Centre for Religious Studies, Shanghai
Academy of Social Science in 1981 as an assistant researcher. He has contributed some
articles to the sections on the Eastern Orthodox Church in The Chinese Encyclopaedia —
Religion. He is the author of An Introduction to Ancient and Modern Religions, Songhu
Studies of Religion, Medieval Church History, The Induction of History — Philosophy of
Mathematics, etc, and several monographs.

6. Précis: This volume is part of the Young-Scholars Series. In 1054, Christianity split into
the Eastern and Western factions. Most of the Eastern churches centred in Constantinople
claimed to be defenders of the Orthodox (Gr. Orthodoxia) faith that held fast to the creeds
of the seven previous Church Councils (Episcopal Councils) and the seven sacraments.
Since the churches constituting the Orthodox Church were situated on the Eastern coasts of
the Mediterranean Sea, the Orthodox Church is also called ‘the Eastern Orthodox Church’.
According to the statistics in 1980, there are about 100 million Orthodox believers in
the world today, most of them in Russia, Eastern and Southern Europe, North Africa, West
Asia, USA, Japan, Australia, etc. Studies of the formation, rituals, and institutions of the
Eastern Orthodox Church will contribute to our understanding of the history, ethnic cultures
and ideologies of these countries and regions.
The book is divided into three parts.
Part 1 The Great Schism: the Birth of the Eastern and Western Churches
Ch 1 Hellenistic Culture and Christianity
Ch 2 From an Outlawed Movement to the Established Church
Ch 3 The Rising Conflicts between the Eastern and Western Churches
Ch 4 The Disputes between the Eastern and Western Churches and the Birth of the
Eastern Orthodox Church
Part 2 The Development of the Eastern Orthodox Church
Ch 1 The Eastern Orthodox Church before the 17th Century
Ch 2 The Autonomous Eastern Orthodox Churches
Ch 3 The Russian Orthodox Church
Ch 4 The Characteristics of the Eastern Orthodox Church
Part 3 The History of the Eastern Orthodox Church in China
Ch 1 The Spread of the Russian Orthodox Church to China
Ch 2 Russian Missionary Society in Beijing before 1860.



