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5. Author’s Profile  : Yue Feng was born in Hongdong, Shanxi in 1928. He graduated
from the Department of Political Science, Huabei University (now People’s University of
China) in 1949, and Faculty of Russian Language, Beijing Institute of Foreign Languages
in 1953. Upon graduation, he worked as a researcher in philosophy at Beijing University.
From 1984 to 1990, he served as Associate Professor and Head of the Centre for Religious
Studies at the Department of Philosophy, Beijing University. He was a visiting scholar in
former USSR in 1989. Besides, he attended an academic conference in philosophy in Japan
in 1994, and the annual academic conference of North American Christian studies in the US
in 2002. Presently, he is a researcher at the Department of Religious Studies and an adviser
at the Centre for Christian Studies, both affiliated to the Chinese Academy of Social
Science. He has edited 4 Dictionary of Christianity, A Brief History of Russian Religions.
His is the author of A History of the Eastern Orthodox Church and The Eastern Orthodox
and Chinese Culture. His major translated works include An Encyclopaedia on USSR
Philosophy (Section on Religion), A History of Religion, A History of Philosophy,
Materialistic Dialectics, etc. He has also co-authored 71000 Questions on Christianity, A
History of Christianity, A Multi-Faceted Approach to Christian Culture, A Handbook of
Religious Knowledge, and 100 Questions on Christianity. Besides, He has also presented
many papers overseas.

6. Précis: In the preface, the author states, ‘In the past, Chinese scholars largely focused on
the studies of Roman Catholicism and Protestantism in the West to the neglect of the
Eastern Orthodox. This is the result of accepting the Christo-centric theory of Western
culture. However, the Eastern Orthodox as part of the Oriental culture is also very
important. It has had tremendous impact on the politics, economy, history, cultures, art and
other dimensions in Russia, Eastern Europe, the Near East, etc. In order to understand the
history, cultures and customs of these peoples, we have to understand the Eastern Orthodox.

There are about 200 millions Eastern Orthodox believers in the world, 80 millions of
which live in Russia, which make up half of its population. Thus, we can imagine the extent
of the influence of the Eastern Orthodox in Russia. As its traditional culture, the Eastern
Orthodox faith has had significant impact on the history and everyday living of Russia.

This volume is the first significant scholarly work on the Eastern Orthodox in China,
introducing the origins, formation, spread, and development of the Eastern Orthodox;
describing the basic tenets and characteristics of the Eastern Orthodox, comparing it with
and distinguishing it from Roman Catholicism and Protestantism; describing the ideologies
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of the Eastern Orthodox, including its philosophy, theology, ethics, and art; recounting in
greater details the history and the present condition of the Russian Orthodox Church and its
relations with the Byzantine, as well as the Church-State relationship in Russian history.
The book also touches on the spread of the Eastern Orthodox in China in recent years.



