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5. About the Author: Zhu Yueli, born in Hebei in 1944, Chinese, graduated from the
Department of Minority Languages and Literatures of the Central Academy of National
Minorities, and graduated from the Department of Religious Studies of the Graduate School
of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in 1981 with a Ph.D. He is now Researcher in the
Institute of Daoist Studies in China and Profession in the Chinese Taoist Association. His
main works include A General Introduction to the Daoist Scriptures, A Brief Introduction to
the Daoist Classic Texts, Questions and Answers on Daoism, Selections from the Daoist
Scriptures (composed with others), Daoism (translated with others), etc.

6. Summary: This book belongs to the “Religious Culture Series”. The Editor writes in the
Preface that a full understanding of the religious situations of China today is helpful not only
for summarising history and grasping the present, but also for forecasting the future. It is help
not only for familiarising ourselves with the society in which we live, but also for widening
our horizons and enriching our experience. It is beneficial not only for religious leaders and
religious workers, but also for religious scholars, and not only for religious followers, but
also for people even with no religious belief.
The academia should pay attention to the studies of the reality. But, till now, there has not
been an academic work which faithfully records the history and recent situations of the five
main religions in China for a period over ten years in the past. Thus, this work is a work much
longed for, and it fills up the gap in academic studies. Owing to a strong sense of social and
historical responsibility, the publisher and the author hold themselves to be responsible for
the task of coming up with this work, contribute their own efforts, and dedicate this book to
all modern readers who are interested in all respects of religions in China.

This book would mainly introduce from all aspects the five main religions in China, namely
Buddhism, Daoism, Islam, Catholicism and Protestantism. The word “Christianity” is used in
a broad sense and a narrow sense. Christianity in the broad sense means the whole set of
denominations of Catholicism, Protestantism, and the Eastern Orthodoxy, and other smaller
sects, and it refers to Christianity as one of the three main religions in the world. Christianity
in the narrow sense refers to Protestantism in particular. This book regards Catholicism and
Protestantism as two religions, since this is the way by which the Chinese people understand
them.

This book introduces in greater details the basic views, current policies of the Chinese
government in matters concerning religions, as well as religious organisations in China, since
they are directly related to the current situations of religions in China.

Current situations are the succession and development of history. When one understands the
past, one knows the present. In order that the reader would historically understand the current
situation, this book would introduce the history, and especially the modern history, of
religions in China with appropriate amount of details.



This book comprises 18 chapters. Chap 1 is about Theories in Religious Studies. Chap 2 is
about Religious Policies. Chap 3 is about Religious Works after 1949. Chap 4 is about
Religious Groups. Chap 5 is about Short Histories of Representatives of Religions. Chap 6 is
about Religious-Cultural Works. Chap 7 is about Religious Scholars. Chap 8 is about Places
of Religious Activities. Chap 9 is about the Basic Beliefs of the Five Main Religions. Chap 10
is about the Classics of the Five Main Religions. Chap 11 is about the History of the Five
Main Religions. Chap 12 is about the Denominations of the Five Main Religions. Chap 13 is
about the Religious Clergies and Bodies of the Five Main Religions. Chap 14 is about
Liturgies and Festivals of the Five Main Religions. Chap 15 is about the Religions of Ethnic
Minorities. Chap 16 is about the Religions in Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau. Chap 17 is

about Overseas Religions. Chap 18 is about International Religious Organisations.



