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1. Title : The Life of Jesus
2. Author : Ernest Renan (French) Translator: Liang Gong
3. Publisher/Date: Shangwu Publisher; August 1999
4. Number of Pages : 316
Number of Words : 198,000
Number of Copies : 3,000

5. Author’s Profile : Ernest Renan is a renowned French philosopher, historian and
scholar in religious studies. He was educated at a seminary in his hometown. In his youth,
he was inclined to political and religious liberalism and adopted a sceptical outlook on
religion. His publications include An Inquiry into the History of Religion, A Brief Treatise
on Moral Criticism, A History of the Origins of Christianity, The Future of Science and etc.
6. Précis: The original version of this book was first published in Paris in June 1863, and
was met with an overwhelming reception, selling 60,000 copies in less than four months. It
was soon translated into many languages such as Italian, Spanish, German, English and etc.,
and has exerted a considerable influence in many countries.

The major sections include:

(1) The place of Jesus in world history; (2) the childhood and youth of Jesus — his
earliest memories; 3. The education of Jesus; (4) The intellectual environment in Jesus’
formative years; (5) The early teachings of Jesus, his conception of God the Father and pure
religion; early disciples; (6) John the Baptist — Jesus asked John for a favour; his dwelling
place in the desert — John baptised Jesus; (7) The development of Jesus’ idea of ‘God’s
Kingdom’; (8) Jesus in Capernaum; (9) The disciples of Jesus; (10) Preaching by the Lake;
(11) The Kingdom of God that welcomes the poor; (12) John’s important task in the prison
— John’s death — the relationship between the followers of John and of Jesus; (13) The
‘debut’ in Jerusalem; (14) Jesus’ contacts with pagans and Samaritans; (15) The initial
evolution of the Jesus legend — his own view of his supernatural nature; (16) the miracles
performed by Jesus; (17) the detailed formation of Jesus’ concept of ‘the kingdom of God’;
(18) the institution of Jesus; (19) The rise of Jesus’ passion; (20) Jesus’ opponent; (21)
Jesus’ last trip to Jerusalem; (22) The plot of Jesus’ enemies; (23) Jesus’ final week; (24)
Jesus’ arrest and trials; (25) the death of Jesus; (26) Jesus in the tomb; (27) the fate of Jesus’
enemies; (28) the fundamental characteristics of Jesus’ career.



