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5. Author’s Profile  : Cai Chun (1904-1983) was born in Jinjiang, Fujian Province. He
graduated from Yanjing University in 1930, and obtained his MA and PhD from Columbia
University in 1947 and 1950. He returned to China in 1950 and taught at the School of
Religion, Yanjing University. Later he taught at the People’s University of Beijing from
1956 to 1975. His major works include The Demographical Problems of China and the
Economical Conditions of its People (1930, in English), The Funeral of [dalibaizu?] (1947,
in English), The Philosophy of Cheng Yi (1950, in English), Dan Ding and His Oratorio —
on Hell and etc. His translations include 4 Treatise on Ethnology and Ethnic Problems,
China for Christ and etc.

6. Précis: This volume is part of the Religious Culture Series. In the ‘Introduction’, the
author asserts that the Bible is not a single volume. It is a collection of writings, consisting
of 66 books, of which 39 are the Old Testament and 27 the New Testament. These books
were written by different authors in different eras. Some books were composed by more
than one author, whose materials were used to compile these books. The earliest written
history histories, such as [shiguanjishu?], were written in 1000 BC, while some of the
earliest psalms can be traced back to 1000 B.C. The earliest book in the Old Testament was
written in 800 B.C., while the latest book in the New Testament was written in A.D. 200,
spanning a period of one thousand years.

The New Testament is not only a religious scripture, it is also an important literature on
Western culture, an essential text in the studies of Western literature, art, philosophy, history
and etc. Its influence on the Western culture is enormous. Many Western classics and
masterpieces use biblical materials as their themes, and cite or allude to biblical stories or
sayings. However, owing to its length, complicated arrangement, the fact that it is a West
Asian scripture, and our unfamiliarity with its historical backgrounds, it is a rather difficult
book to study. In view of these difficulties, this book presents the New Testament in the
following ways.

1. An Abridgement — the Chinese version of the New Testament consists of 7,981
verses. This volume only includes verses that are more relevant to the various
fields of social science, compressing the New Testament to 3,907 verses (less
than half the original length).



2. A modified version — this book slightly rearranges the order of NT books so as
to facilitate reading. The New Testament is divided into the words and deeds of
Jesus, early church history, epistles and apocalypse. The arrangement of the
books was guided by the chronological order of the narratives or the date of
completion of the books. The book also provides a list of the original
arrangement for reference.

3. Introduction — An introduction is given to each book, delineating its historical
background, major contents, authorship, date and etc.

With these the author hopes to provide readers with a key to grasping the gist of the
New Testament in shorter time and a convenient method of finding references in this book
and the NT.

Major sections include ‘Words and Deeds of Jesus’, ‘Earliest Christian History —

Acts’, ‘Pauline Epistles’, ‘The Prison Epistles’, ‘Hebrews’, ‘The Pastoral Epistles’,
‘Revelation’ and etc.



