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1. Title : Dictionary of Biblical Characters (¥ &8 \Wy5a 4L )
2. Author  : Peter Calvocoressi Translators: Zhong Zhangsheng, Xiao Hui
3. Publisher and Date : Shanghai People’s Publishers; Sept 1990



4. Number of Pages : 168

Number of Words  : 148,000

Number of Copies : 20,000
5. Author’s Profile  : Peter Calvocoressi is a famous British scholar and the author of
Who's Who in the Bible
6. Précis: In the preface, the Translators of this dictionary say: ‘The Bible, comprised of
Old and New Testaments, is a Christian classic, a book that has exerted tremendous
influences on the Western world. The Old Testament is the Jewish Scripture — a collection
of Jewish literature spanning about a millennium. The New Testament is the Christian
Scripture, written between the first and second centuries. The OT was written in Hebrew
and NT in Greek. In the fourth century, after the establishment of Christianity in the Roman
Empire, the Scriptures were translated into Latin, and subsequently other languages. The
Bible is rich in contents. As a religious scripture, it certainly has an evangelistic tone.
However, the Bible, especially the OT, is rich in precious historical materials and literature,
including myths, folklore, law, maxims, proverbs, psalms, etc. It is an important source of
inspiration for Western literature and arts and has contributed to the development of various
European languages.

The Dictionary of Biblical Characters, containing 423 entries, was translated from
Peter Calvocoressi’s Who's Who in the Bible. Some of the entries were added from the
Bible. The dictionary provides commentaries on some important characters besides more
detailed introduction of their lives. It also provides information on the literature and
artworks related to these characters and the locations of these literature and artworks.
Besides, the dictionary also provides biblical references of these characters.

Apart from the main text, the dictionary provides appendices on the chronology and
genealogies of biblical characters.



