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1. Title: The Story of the Bible 1855705

2. Author: [USA] Hendrik Van Loon

3. Translator: Shi Lu, Yu Yi

4. Publisher and Date of Publication: Beijing: Sanlian Shudian, Feb 1988

5. Pages: 401
Words: 242000
No. of Prints: 30000

6. About the Author: Hendrik Van Loon (1882-1944), a Dutch-American writer and historian,
good at writing popular history books, and admired by readers from many countries. This
book is published in 1923, written for the young readers in America, in order to help them
acquire an overall understanding of the Bible. Therefore, he writes about the Bible using his
own words and conceptions, providing related background knowledge to the readers.

7. Summary: The Publisher writes that the Bible is one of the most prevalent books, and that it is
published in many languages, existing for over thousand years, influencing over billions of
people.

Van Loon writes this book for the young American readers, in order to help them understand
the framework of the Bible. In his own way, he provides to the readers the historical
backgrounds and knowledge which he regards as related to the Bible. In this way, he renders
the long history of the Jewish nation vivid, lively, lovable and intelligible, without much a
strict regard to the depiction of biblical doctrines, and with his brilliant use of language.
From this popular work on history, the readers can explore a branch of the early civilisations
of humankind: the genesis of Judaism, periods of its development, the ways of living and
thinking of the people... all these make this book different from other ordinary works about
the Bible.
The Translator mentions out two points in the Translator’s Note. Firstly, if one is to list out
the books which are most prevalent and published in many languages, the Bible would
definitely be included as one of them. For centuries, the Bible is a necessary reading for the
Christians, and it is still very influential even among non-Christians. The intellectuals in the
Socialist China, who are situated in the pleroma of world civilisations, should have an
understanding of this work which has influenced billions of people worldwide and existed for
over thousand years. This is the objective of the translation and publishing of this book.
Secondly, What is the nature of the Bible? What are its contents? Who are the authors? What
is it formed? What are its historical and social backgrounds? The relationship between the
Bible and the Jewish nation, the relationship between Judaism and Christianity, the
relationship between the Greco-Roman civilisation and Christianity, the person of and stories
about Jesus according to the tradition... etc., all these are narrated in this book in a clear and
precise way, easy to understand, with illustrations drawn by the Author himself, rendering it
more vivid.

This book comprises 29 chapters. Chap 1 is about a Legacy in Literature. Chap 2 is about
Genesis. Chap 3 is about the Forerunners. Chap 4 is about Marching towards the West. Chap
5 is about Settling in Egypt. Chap 6 is about Escaping from Slavery. Chap 7 is about
Wandering in the Wilderness. Chap 8 is about Finding a New Pasture. Chap 9 is about the



Conquest of Canaan. Chap 10 is about the Story of Ruth. Chap 11 is about a Jewish Kingdom.
Chap 12 is about Civil Wars. Chap 13 is about Warnings from the Prophets. Chap 14 is about
Destruction and Scattering. Chap 15 is about Returning Home. Chap 16 is about
Miscellaneous Books of the Old Testament. Chap 17 is about the Arrival of the Greeks. Chap
18 is about Judas as a Greek Province. Chap 19 is about Revolutions and Independence. Chap
20 is about the Birth of Jesus. Chap 21 is about John the Baptist. Chap 22 is about the Youth
of Jesus. Chap 23 is about the Disciples. Chap 24 is about the New Teacher. Chap 25 is about
a Dangerous Enemy. Chap 26 is about the Death of Jesus. Chap 27 is about the Power of
Thoughts. Chap 28 is about the Triumph of Thoughts. Chap 29 is about the State Religion.



