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. About the Author: Zhao Dunhua, born in 1949, Ph.D. (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven,
Belgium), Professor and Associate Department Head of the Department of Philosophy of
Peking University. His works include Wittgenstein, Explaining the Theory of Justice,
Karl Popper.

. Summary: The Author writes in the Preface that the readers would have some doubts
upon seeing the title of this book: What is Christian philosophy? Why must one study the
history of philosophy of the period of 1500 years from the Second Century to the
Sixteenth Century? Is the Western philosophy in this period same as Christian philosophy?
Etc. The framework of this book is concerned with these questions, which are related to
its contents and quality. Despite it is rather old-fashioned to discuss the objects, natures,
importance and methods of research in the Preface, such a discussion is inevitable for this
book, because there are not sufficient studies of and discussions on the problems
concerning Christian philosophy and Medieval philosophy among the Chinese historians
of philosophy. Therefore the Author attempts to venture on his own to express his views
on the definition of Medieval philosophy, the meaning of the concept “Christian
Theology”, the continuity and periodicity of the History of Western philosophy, and the
meaning of studying Medieval Christian philosophy, in order to help the readers
understand the thoughts of this book.
The book is divided into 12 Chapters, and its main contents are as follows: (1) The
Origins of Christian Philosophy; (2) The Patristic Philosophy; (3) Augustinianism; (4)
Philosophy in the Dark Ages; (5) The Birth of Scholastic Philosophy; (6) The Spread of
Aristotelianism; (7) The Dominance of Scholastic Philosophy; (8) Thomism; (9)
Divisions within Scholastic Philosophy; (10) Scotism; (11) Occamism and the “Modern
Route”; (12) Philosophical Trends in Late Middle Ages; (13) Scholastic Philosophy in
the Seventeenth Century; (14) Traditionalism during the French Revolutions; (15)
Neo-Scholastic Philosophy, etc.



